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When  one,  early  blind,  cones  as  pujil  into  an  institution,  his  spirit- 
ual nature  is  usually  less  developed  than  that  of  a seeing  child  of  the  sane 
age.  One  misses  most,  a certain  aspect  of  self-reliance,  and  this  map  explain 
in  part  the  exceeding  weakness  of  orientation  faculties  in  the  blind  child. 

The  orientation  process  takes  so  long  even  when  the  child  is  walking  alone  in 
the  garden,  or  in  the  institution  rooms,  that  one  can  easily  say  that  groups 
of  blind  children  alone  on  the  street  are  great  exceptions-.  One  might  say  con- 
cerning these  early  blind  and  also  those  blinded  during  their  school  days 
that  they  never  think  to  look  about  the  garden,  but  that  they  welcome  as 
stopping  places,  certain  recognizable  landmarks  such  as  trees,  outstanding 
houses  and  noises  of  a neighboring  factory.  Since  they  seldom  go  on  the  street, 
and  then  are  always  led,  there  is  no  incentive  for  them  to  develop  this  gift  of 
orientation. 

A wise  teacher  will  allow  the  more  clever  pupils  to  lead  the  less 
fortunate,  for  there  is  an  old  proverb:  "If  we  try  to  improve  others,  we  in- 

crease our  own  knowledge.”.  But  then  one  asks— why  does  the  orientation  fac- 
ulty develop  so  slowly  in  children  and  even  in  those  blinded  later,  even  though 
they  have  been  brought  up  in  an  institute  for  the  blind?  The  answer  can  only 
be  as  follows:  they  have  no  occasion  to  develop  the  faculty  on  the  street  be- 

cause they  are  always  led  by  the  hand,  even  if  this  is  done  by  one  partially 
blind  who  in  the  institute  does  not  feel  much  the  lack  of  sight.  In  the  garden 
they  are  content  in  walking  down  the  familiar  roads;  so  that  even  here  the 
capacity  for  going  about  alone,  is  really  developed  much  more  slowly  than  the 


teacher  might  wish.  The  necessity  is  only  felt,  when  they  are  let  out  of  the 
institution.  • Invitations  to  lunch,  to  a club,  to  a friend,  often  give  the 
blind  an  incentive  to  try.  "hen  he  succeeds,  this  gift  is  developed  in  a 
remarkably  short  tine  so  that  even  their  former  teachers  are  astonished.  Some- 
times they  feel  that  they  "must”  walk  alone,  but  if  they  live  with  their  parents 
or  with  a family  that  has  children  by  whom  they  can  be  led  about,  they  will 
not  even  think  of  trying  to  be  independent.  The  chief  factor  is  to  eliminate 
the  expensive  leader.  Sometimes  even  an  intelligent  blind  person, whether 
blinded  early  or  late  in  life  never  learns  to  go  about  himself-alone.  The 
institutions  are  always  encouraging  attempts  of  independence. 

The  first  attempts  are  usually  made  in  the  evening  or  on  Sunday 
morning  (perhaps  on  way  to  church),  because  the  roads  are  not  so  noisy  as  usual. 
The  blind  will  also  make  his  first  trials  on  a quiet  street.  So  it  was  with 
me,  and  anyone  that  knows  how  highly  my  sense  of  orientation  is  developed, 
will  be  astonished  to  hear  that  at  the  age  of  24,  I did  not  feel  at  ease  at  all, 
in  the  next  neighborhood  or  in  the  evening  on  a quiet  street.  The  reason  is 
this — my  basket-maker  teacher  had  several  children,  also  a friend  of  our  club 

A 

(who  went  to  the  language  class  with  me)  lived  near  me.  They  accompanied  me 
invariably.  Finally  on  Sundays  a friend  from  the  Yotfng  People’s  Club  of  which 
I was  a member,  called  to  take  me  for  a walk.  Not  until  I had  changed  my  work, 
ana  had  rented  a room  downtown,  where  I gave  lessons  in  languages  was  I deprived 
of  a guide  and  had  real  encourgenent  to  go  about  alone i I started  out  very  care- 
fully. I went  alone  to  the  table  and  looked  after  my  own  daily  needs,  but  I 
did  not  go  alone  to  the  club,  till  a labor  of  love  brought  me  to  it.  At  the 
song  hour  in  the  club  one  evening,  I net  a blind  man  who  was  passing  through 
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•the  city,  tie  did  not  know  the  braille  kcipt,  and  could  hardly  have  learned  it 

A 

if  I had  not  consented  to  show  it  to  hin  the  next  day.  I had  to  help  him, that 
was  clear,  but  how  should  I reach  hin  without  a guide?  A difficult  question 
indeed!  On  the  way  hone,  my  companion  made  me  aware  of  all  the  difficulties. 

I left  my  house  shortly  after  one  o'clock,  when  the  streets  are  quietest,  and 
the  attempt  was  successful!  Already  on  the  sane  day  v/hile  I was  accompanied 
by  his  guide,  I left  the  institute  for  the  blind  to  go  hone — I tried  a new 
way;  alone  I hunted  up  a friend,  knowing  that  the  daughter  of  his  landlady 
would  take  me  home.  The  way  was  shorter  but  certainly  harder,  but  I succeeded 
very  well.  Airing  the  next  days  I tried  several  more  difficult  ways;  visited 
on  Sunday  a church  further  away  and  went  to  see  a friend  in  the  suburbs. 

Finally  after  about , 3 months,  I frequented  the  crowded,  streets  and 
the  doT/ntown  section.  I had  time  enough  and  a detour  on  the  promenade  around 
the  inner  town  was  more  quiet  and  safe,  and  mkae  it  easier  for  me  to  walk.  Be- 
sides the  stopping  places  I had  hitherto  known,  others  began  to  serve  as  land- 
marks— small  and  broad  crossings,  asphalt  streets,  fountains,  even  trees  on  which 
were  nests  of  songbirds. 

% road  led  through  a wood,  and  two  woodland  cafes  told  me  how  far 
I had  progressed.  After  the  second  one  I had  to  count  my  steps  until  I reached 
a certain  crossroad.  That  would  have  been  boresome,  had  I not  passed  the  time 
walking  in  4/4  time  and  singing  the  song  "It’s  a long  way  to  go”.  I could  put 
behind  me  64  steps  at  every  verse  without  having  spoken  to  anyone.  In  this  way 
I got  along  very  nicely  until  the  autumn  made  my  pleasant  walk  most  unfeasible 
and  forced  me  to  go  through  the  inner  town  where  all  manner  of  difficulties  and 
hindrances  appeared. 
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I had  to  cross  the  street  carline  or  a very  lively  street,  and  I had 
to  expect  trucks  on  the  opposite  side.  The  crossing  of  the  streetcar  track  was 
made  easier  because  I could  Balk  along  on  the  street  for  a while  and  then  cross 
the  street  as  soon  as  a car  had  passed.  A row  of  standing  trudks  reminded  me  to 
cross  the  street  sharply  at  the  corner,  because  trucks  would  not  be  standing 
there.  These,  however,  are  advantages  that  one  dods  not  get  accustomed  to  for 
years.  I must  admit  that  there  are  certain  streets  and  places  in  our  city  that 
I did  not  dare  walk  on,  until  I moved  my  residence  right  next  to  the  Augustus 
tne  most  difficult  of  its  kind  • In  the  middle  of  it  is  a cross— street 
that  is  Almost  impossible  for  a blind  person.  *t  is  set  out  with  innumerable 
trees  ana  lanternposts,  and  on  both  sides  there  are  similar  streets  with  show- 
windows,  fountains,  etc.  Hot/  was  I to  conquer  these  streets,  that  were  so  val- 
uable to  mi  because  of  their  central  location?  I noticed  that  the  sou t side  of 

/V 

the  cross-street  sderned  to  be  quieter  than  the  north  side, ; so  I went  that  way. 
As  the  distances  between  the  lamp  posts  were  the  same,  I walked  next  to the 
curb  and  not  under  the  trees.  In  one  of  the  streets  I went  to  the  nearest  cor- 
ner, turned  to  the  left  and  went  parallel  to  the  street  through  a narrow  alley, 
thus  avoiding  crossing  the  market  place,  and  a still  more  difficult  square.  I 
finally  turned  right  again  around  a Corner,  having  gained  about  double  the  time 
by  this  little  detour.  Often  in  crossing  a square,  on  which  was  located  a cab 
station  or  some  such  hindrance | I used  a man  with  an  even  walk  as  guide,  by 
running  after  him  and  thus  finding  the  space  between  the  cabs.  The  obstacle 
sense  engendered  by  these  difficulties  does  not  last  long  enough  to  overcome 
them.  I do  not  wish  to  start  another  description  of  the  gift  that  is  so  val- 
uable to  all  blind  people  but  I want  to  refute  the  views  of  a certain  man  who 
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believes  that  it  is  only  an  instinctive  perception  of  . heat,  how  is  it  possible 
then  that  it  suddenly  disappears  by  the  noise  of  a truck?  Shy  is  it  that  the 
piano-tuner  and  musician  have  developed  this  sense  to  such  an  extraordinary 
degree?  >/hy  is  it  that  I can  observe  a cross-road  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street?  Of  course,  sometimes  the  feeling  of  the  heat  of  the  sun  has  some 
iniluenee  on  the  sense  of  orientation.  A friend,  a piano-tuner,  in  the  village. 
Who  often  has  to  cross  some  open  fields  between  one  place  where  he  works  to  an- 
other told  me  that  he  tries  to  determine  from  what  direction  the  sun  shines. 

It  must  come  from  the  same  direction  all  the  way,  otherwise  he  knows  he  ha* 
turned  around,  and  if  he  does  not  turn  back  at  once,  he  would  come  out  in  a 
wrong  direction.  I want  to  remark  here  that  there  are  quite  a few  blind  people 
who  use  the  sense  of  smell  to  find  certain  landmarks  on  the  street.  They  can 
tell  by  smell  whether  they  are  passing  a public  house,  a bakery,  or  a perfume 
shop,  all  of  Tdiich  are  in  special  positions  in  relation  to  the  street. 

Now  I am  coming  to  the  answer  to  the  question  "How  can  a blind  man 
overcome  difficulties,  the  conquering  of  which  often  seem  to  him  to  be  a struggle 
of  years?"  Such  difficulties  are:  New  paving  in  a street,  sewer  repairs,  or 

telephone  pole  repairs  that  leave  a hole  in  the  ground,  a new  building  (espe- 
cially when  a truckload  of  building  material  is  being  unloaded  near  it),  and 
snowdrifts  that  are  formed  along  the  sidewalks.  ,hen  the  blind  is  walking  i* 
the  street,  where  the  repairing  is  going  on,  he  can  cross  the  street  before  he 
comes  to  the  difficult  place;  or  follow  a slowly  going  wagon  or  handcart, 
ear  a new  building  he  should  rely  on  his  obstacle  sense,  or  follow  a slwly 
walking  pedestrian.  The  sand  that  ley  on  the  pavement  served  me  as  a good  warn- 
ing against  falling  to  a hole  near  some  repair  works.  It  is  true  that  for  some 
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months  it  did  frequently  happen  that  when  I thought  sand  was  under  my  feet,  it 
was  only  coal  that  had  been  left  there  after  unloading. 

The  snow  drifts  that  often  lay  all  along  the  sidewalk  and  also  right 
in  front  of  them  were  very  unconvenient . 1 finally  discovered  that  the  inter- 

stice at  a crossroad  is  found  directly  in  front  of  both  roads,  and  that  in 
front  of  both  — a gateway  for  carriages,  there  usually  is  some  intermediate 
space. 

A blind  musician  told  me  what  to  do  in  order  to  use  the  driveway 
on  Sundays  and  on  evenings,  when  most  streets  have  little  traffic.  During  this 
tie,  he  says  that  the  sidewalks  are  much  more  used  than  at  other  times.  I 
generally  go  on  the  driveway, on  the  left  side, so  that  the  wagons  would  come 
towards  one.  If  one  of  them  is  nearing,  I step  up  to  the  sidewalk  until  it 
has  passed.  Thus  I avoid  the  crowds  on  the  sidewalk  and  on  the  driveway  I 
rarely  meet  anyone.  If  a streetcar  track  goes  through  the  street,  I ut  the 
end  of  my  'walking  cane  through  the  left  track  and  get  along  twice  as  fast  as  on 
the  sidewalk,  far  wagons  never  stop  on  car  tracks.  I could  even  go  this  sane 
way  in  the  daytime  on  a lively  street.  I have  been  able  to  visit  a town  with- 
out knowing  the  way  there.  I knew  that  the  car  tracks  led  there.  I used  these 
till  the  noise  of  the  sparrows  told  me  I was  nearing  the  town.  The  smell  of 
beer  and  the  clinking  of  glasses  told  me  finally  that  I had  reached  the  inn 
which  I entered. 
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